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My name is Michelle Sweeten.  I would like to introduce myself as the new Michigan 

State University Forage and Livestock Extension Educator in the Eastern Upper 

Peninsula. I grew up on a hobby farm in Northern Indiana. Growing up I was active in 

both 4-H and FFA. This led me to degrees in Agricultural Education from Purdue 

University. Upon graduation my husband and I started our forage-based farm in 

Indiana.  

While in Indiana I spent several years working as an agronomist. My time was primarily 

spent scouting corn, soybeans, wheat, and alfalfa as well as taking soil samples and the 

subsequent fertilizer recommendations. I also have experience teaching at several 

community colleges and public schools as well as conservation districts. 

In 2015 we moved our farm to the Eastern Upper Peninsula. The farm continues to be 

forage-based, focusing on grass-fed beef and timothy/legume hay. I enjoy my time 

rotating and checking our cattle. We have worked with MSUE in the past researching 

soil health and the effects of pasture renovation utilizing annual crops and bale grazing. 

It has been excited to see our soil health improvement. 

When I am not working, I enjoy exploring the outdoors with our four children and 

training our equine and border collies. 

I am very excited to be the new Michigan State University Extension Educator in the UP 

in this new position focusing on both forages and livestock producers. I am looking 

forward to working with local producers and helping them find solutions for their 

individual operations. I will be servicing Luce, Mackinac, Chippewa and surrounding 

counties.  You can contact me via email sweeten1@msu.edu  
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Get Ready for the Elimination of Over-the-Counter Microbial Drugs 

By Frank Wardynski and Phil Durst, Michigan State University Extension 

Livestock producers will not be able to purchase antibiotics without a prescription after June of 2023. They will need a 

Veterinarian Client Patient Relationship to get a prescription. 

“Hey Dad, will you stop at the farm supply store and pick up a bottle of penicillin and some oxytet. – please?” While that 

may be something you have said and continue to say, the window of opportunity for doing so will soon be closing because 

of an FDA directive.  

The United States Food and Drug Administration, Center for Veterinarian Medicine (CVM) has issued Guidance for Industry 

(GFI) #263. In June of 2023, livestock producers will no longer be able to purchase “medically important” antimicrobials over 

the counter. Medically important antimicrobials are ones that are used in human medicine as well as veterinary medicine. 

Penicillin and oxytetracycline are medically important antimicrobials that are commonly purchased over the counter at local 

farm stores or on-line from veterinarian supply stores without needing a prescription from a veterinarian. GFI #263 is the 

latest of several guidances issued to reduce the risk of antimicrobial resistance and applies to all animals, whether farm 

animals or companion animals.  

GFI #209, The Judicious Use of Medically Important Antimicrobial Drugs in Food-Producing Animals was the first guidance 

issued by the CVM in a plan to combat microbial resistance to antibiotics deemed medically important.  

GFI #209 was published in April 2012 and started the plan to: 

1. Limit medically important antimicrobial drug use for the treatment of food-producing animals needed for animal health. 
2. Use of these drugs will include veterinary oversight or consultation.  
 

GFI #209 was directed towards eliminating the use of antibiotics to improve animal performance by increasing growth or 

improving feed efficiency. It also is an important first step indicating that all antibiotic drugs would be administered by 

veterinary prescription or directive.  

GFI #213 was published in 2013 and was fully implemented January 1, 2017. This guidance introduced the Veterinary Feed 

Directive (VFD) which indicates that antimicrobials administered via the feed and water would be under the guidance of a 

veterinarian and could only be used for medical purposes. This guidance eliminated the use of antibiotics to promote weight 

gain and improve feed efficiency. Antibiotics can only be used to treat animals for health purposes.  

Like the requirement for cattle producers to have a valid Veterinary-Client-Patient-Relationship (VCPR) to get a VFD from a 

veterinarian, this new directive also requires a VCPR to get a prescription for drugs that you currently pick up at the farm 

supply or order online.  

A VCPR is a formal agreement between the veterinarian and a cattle producer (client) and meets the following 

requirements. 

1.  A veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making medical judgments regarding the health of (an) animal(s) and 

the need for medical treatment; 

2.  Client (the owner of the animal or animals or other caretaker) has agreed to follow the instructions of the veterinarian; 

3.  There is sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) by the veterinarian to initiate at least a general or preliminary diagnosis 

of the medical condition of the animal(s); and 
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4. The practicing veterinarian is readily available for follow-up in case of adverse reactions or failure of the regimen of 

therapy;  

5. Such a relationship can exist only when the veterinarian has recently seen and is personally acquainted with the 

keeping and care of the animal(s) by virtue of examination of the animal(s), and/or by appropriate and timely visits to 

the premises where the animal(s) are kept. 

Back in 2017 as the VFD rules were being implemented, many livestock producers did not have a VCPR in place, and 

consequently, were not able to get a VFD. As producers began calling local veterinarians to establish VCPRs, they quickly 

found it difficult to find vet services to accommodate all the requests. The situation with veterinarians serving food animal 

producers has not improved and is especially limiting in some rural areas. That won’t be an excuse.  

 

Livestock producers should seek veterinarian services as soon as possible to develop a VCPR. There are many livestock 

producers that use antibiotics at a minimal level. Beef cow-calf producers particularly have seldom needed to use 

antibiotics in their feed or water. They likely have only used penicillin or oxytetracycline products to treat the occasional 

sick animal for foot rot, pink eye, or respiratory problems at weaning. It is important to not only seek to develop a VCPR 

relationship, but to be willing to consider various ways to achieve this, which may include a remote relationship that 

depends on communicating with pictures by phone.  

 

Focus on the health of your animals.  

While every cattle producer should have a VCPR so that antimicrobials will be an available tool, every cattle producer 

needs to work on better prevention of cattle health problems. Work to understand the conditions and factors that enable 

disease to take hold. Remember to ask “why?” (ie. why did this animal get sick and not his herdmates?) until you arrive at 

actions you can take to reduce the risk of animals getting sick. Ask what you can do to reduce stress on your animals; ask 

how you can reduce pathogen load and transmission; ask how you can increase the immune response of your animals? 

Prevention is the most important thing you can do for the health of your animals. Antimicrobials are a fallback when 

prevention has failed.  

Some livestock producers, both large and small have complained about the inconvenience of getting prescriptions for 

antimicrobials. Producers are asked to understand that microbial drug resistance is real and a critically important challenge 

facing the medical community. Antibiotic use in the livestock industry may have contributed to microbial resistance 

problems. Much of the blame of microbial resistance, whether justly or unjustly, has been placed on the livestock industry. 

Producers accepting these challenges and inconveniences to abide by the rules set forward should help both from image 

standpoint and in the fight to minimize microbial antibiotic resistance.  

“So Dad, would you call the vet about that calf and see if she will prescribe something? Then we need to get to work on 

preventing the next calf from getting sick.” 
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Cereal Rye varieties grown in Michigan show substantial differences in growth habit, yield and quality for 
distilled spirits 

By: Brook Wilke, Dean Baas, James DeDecker, Joshua Dykstra, Ryan Hamilton, Christian Kapp, Nicole Shriner 

A team of scientists at MSU has been evaluating over 20 cereal rye varieties at three different locations since the fall of 2019 
to determine what varieties are best suited for end use in distilled spirits. A report is now available summarizing two years of 
trials, including data collected on in-field characteristics such as heading date, lodging, height, and biomass yield, as well as 
grain yield and quality metrics important to the distilling industry. These quality parameters included test weight, percent 
protein, spirit yield and flavor markers in the raw grain (ferulic acid) and distilled spirit (4-vinyl guaiacol (4-VG)). Two videos 
were produced during the project period to highlight this research, and both are available for viewing on the internet 
(UPREC Video, KBS Video). 

In all years and locations, there was at least a three-fold difference in grain yield between the highest and lowest yielding 
varieties. Hybrid rye varieties produced and marketed by KWS typically produced the highest yields while open pollinated 
varieties typically marketed for cover crop purposes (e.g. Wheeler) produced the lowest yields. Other open pollinated 
varieties such as AC Hazlet and ND Dylan marketed for dual purpose produced yields that were close to the average of all 
varieties. A couple of varieties (FL 401 and Merced) sourced from southern locations did not survive winters in the Upper 
Peninsula and exhibited different growth characteristics that resulted in earlier spring emergence and heading dates, but 
typically low yields compared to most other varieties. 

In distilled spirits, rye grain quality is crucial for spirit yield and flavor. Spirit yield from individual variety/locations ranged 
from 327 to 387 LAA/tonne, with higher yielding varieties tending to also have higher spirit yield during distillation. Spirit 
yield was negatively correlated with grain protein content, which resulted in a wide range across varieties within locations 
(e.g. 8.2% to 15.1% protein in 2021 at the UP site). Flavor compounds such as 4-VG varied across varieties, locations, and 
years, which lends evidence to the terroir hypothesis that varieties, locations and weather all play a role in grain/spirit 
flavor. A positive correlation between ferulic acid and 4-VG was also observed in the 2021 dataset (r2=0.67). Wheeler was 
consistently at or near the top of the variety list for 4-VG concentration at all locations in both years, indicating that Wheeler 
may be a good choice for spirit producers looking for a variety that produces a spicy character in the finished product.  

Avoiding mycotoxins resulting from Fusarium spp. (vomitoxin) or Claviceps purpurea (ergot alkaloid) infection is also a 
priority for rye grain production. We did not observe substantial contamination from mycotoxins at any of trial locations, 
and thus were not able to determine if some varieties exhibit more resistance than others. 

Heading date and total plant biomass are important traits when considering planting these varieties as cover crops or for 
forage harvest. Aroostook is a variety that is commonly marketed as early to head, and thus able to be terminated using 
mowing or roller crimping earlier than other varieties. Our trials confirmed this trait for Aroostook, but also observed similar 
early heading dates for FL 401, Merced, ND Gardner, Maton, Elbon, and Wrens Abruzzi. Aroostook was also near the top in 
total biomass production, but ND Gardner was the top biomass producer in both the Upper and Lower Peninsula in the 2021 
trials. 

The next steps in this project are to produce a subset of these rye varieties in larger quantities at multiple locations to 
facilitate higher volume spirit production. That will allow professionally trained tasting panels to evaluate specific flavor 
profiles of unique varieties grown in different locations. The research team is excited to share those findings once available 
and encourages interested stakeholders to reach out with any questions about the project. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/malting_barley/uploads/files/2022-08-25%20MSU%20Rye%20Variety%20Pub%20.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzpDGZBmJDo
https://www.canr.msu.edu/videos/cereal-rye-varieties-for-distilling
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Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop           

Consultants 

Feed  Seed  Fertilizer 

 

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 

At the heart of growing America 
100 years of Ag Experience 

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting 
 

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4487  Fax:  (906) 786-3450 

Johnson Brothers Livestock 
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI 

 

Buying or Hauling Cattle 

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays 

 

Call Gary Johnson  

Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 

Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. 
 

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon 

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business 

If you’re thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of it, 
call us!  We can help!   

Hay & Straw available 
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005  

www.rosebushsalebarn.com  

Weston, WI 
(715) 573-4924   

www.srangus.com   
 

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects 
for sale private treaty.  Bulls are fertility tested 

and bred for calving ease and performance.   

 

 

 

Registered Maine Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL FARMS 

Open & Bred Heifers and Breeding Age 

Bulls Available 

 

Breeding cattle to impact the  

present and influence the future.  

                               Breeding Stock—Bulls 

Show Prospects–Steers 

Duane & Lisa Simpkins & Sons 

Duane Cell 989-329-6141 

Lisa Cell  989-578-0328 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 

Home 989-426-8185 

Cell 989-329-4668 

Gladwin, MI 

President: Anthony Lampinen 

Secretary: Shannon McHugh-Sanders 

(906) 779-1774  
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Your source for Polled Genetics 

Richlo Dairy Farms 

Engadine, MI  

Polled Holstein, Jersey & Norwegian Red Bulls 

available!   

Employment Opportunities! 

For all information on polled bulls in AI, call 

Jonathan (906) 477-6505 

 
St. Louis Sale every Monday 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information (989) 681-2191 

SMC 

Stephenson Marketing Cooperative 
We want to be your first choice! 

Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI 
                     (800) 445-6167              (800) 962-3008 

Aurora, WI 
(800) 962-3007 

Classifieds 
 

FOR SALE: 1st & 2nd crop alfalfa baleage.  Call Jim Dalgord at 
(906) 644-2107. 

FOR SALE:  Gehl 2480 Round Baler, good condition, 800# bales 
4’x5’.  Call Robert Potocza (906) 293-8525, Newberry. 

FOR SALE:  Mixed Hay round bales, 700#.  Call Alan or Karen 
(906) 647-6697, Pickford.  

FOR SALE:  Black Wagyu Bulls, forage fed. For more 
information contact Paul Naasz, MSU UPREC, Chatham          
(906)439-5114 Ext. 2.  

FOR SALE:  Hay, 5x6 round bales legume grass hay, stored 
inside.  Call Jon and Donna Ahlberg, Iron River (906)265-9333. 

Looking for animals to custom graze on 120 acres.  Henry 
Miller 2351 W 6 Mile Rd, Sault Ste Marie, 49783 

FOR SALE:  High moisture corn, approximately 5,000 bushels in 
harvester already rolled.  $8/per 100; $160/ton.  (906)424-
0225. 
 
FOR SALE:  Simmental Bulls, mature and young, registered and 
non-registered.  Call Duane Kolpack (906) 362-6862. 

Skinners 
 

Pickford, MI 
(906) 647-5655 or  

(877) 647-2500 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland 

Marlette Livestock Auction  
Monthly Dairy & Feeder Cattle Auctions  

Sale Date 9/17/22 
 

Featuring Dairy Cattle, Cow/Calf Pairs & Bred Brood Cows, 
Breeder Bulls, & Feeder Steers & Heifers 

Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday @ 12:00 PM 
1000+ Small Squares & 150+ Rounds/Large Squares Weekly 

Livestock Auction - Every Monday @ 1:00 PM 
Including Calves, Sheep & Goats, Feeders, Hogs, Bulls, Beef, & 

Butcher Cows 
6381 Euclid St., Marlette, MI 48453 

Robert Filhart, Owner (989)330-6005 
Haley Filhart, Owner (989)430-2055 
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 Michigan State University 
Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center 
P.O. Box 168, E3774 University Drive 
Chatham, MI 49816 

Serving the Upper Peninsula Agricultural Industry 

Michigan State University Extension is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disabil-

ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.   

U.P. Ag Connections appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement  
of any specific products or services. 

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact Michelle at colema98@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Market Report 
Choice Steers   $120-$143 per 100 lbs.  
Holstein Steers   $110-$137 per 100 lbs.  
Hogs    $57-$71 per 100 lbs.  
Lambs    $100-$145 per 100 lbs.  
Cull cows   $70-$82 per 100 lbs.  
Calves    $100-$125 per 100 lbs.  
Goats    $200-$300 per 100 lbs.  
Breeding and Feeder Animals  
Grade Holstein cows top   $1500/head  
Grade Holstein bred heifers top $1250/head 

Feed Prices across the U.P.     
          Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 
Corn  $17.93      $358.65    $265-560 
Soymeal  $29.74      $594.75    $525-690 
Oats  $17.70      $354.00    $320-416 
Barley  $13.40      $268.00    $200-382 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT #77 

SAULT STE MARIE, MI   

49783 

 

NORTHERN MICHIGAN LIVESTOCK 

Gaylord, MI - 1-76 (exit 282), 2 miles West on M-32 to 
N. Town line Road: Go 2 miles north to sale yard  

2022 FALL FEEDER CATTLE SALES 

Note: All Sales on Friday at 12:00 

 October 14    October 28  

 November 11    December 9  
      Pre-conditioned Cattle will be sold first—proof required 

• PRECONDITIONING PROGRAM STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 

• ALL FEDERS MUST MEET PROPER TB & ID REQUIREMENTS 

• REQUEST CATTLE BE BROUGHT IN THE DAY BEFORE THE SALE 

• BRED CATTLE & BREEDING BULLS MAY BE SOLD AT SALES 

• STEERS IN QUESTION WILL BE SOLD AS BULLS 

Sale Barn TELEPHONE# 989-732-5732 
FRANK or JAN LEIST - TELEPHONE# 231-439-5679 

See us on our website: www.northernmichiganlivestock.com 

https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-nw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-sw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=wmt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=weo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ver
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=tpd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=swm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=shv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sdk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=scd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sbe
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rom
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rfw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ncm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pky
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pig
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pcc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ost
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=obl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=old
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nwm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ner
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=msu
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mou
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mml
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mgr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=men
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mea
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mcb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lpr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lin
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=les
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ldt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=law
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kzo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kwd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=knd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kbs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kal
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ith
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=htc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hrt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hfd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hdn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=haw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=has
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grj
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=gay
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=flt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fgv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fev
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=esc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=epr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ent
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=emt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=eld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=dow
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=drf
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cmc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cer
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cas
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=brs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bnz
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bna
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bel
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bbc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=arl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alg
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=aet
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=acp

